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The IMOCA 60s Estrella Damm and W Hotels will compete to claim the record for 
the fastest time sailing from New York to Barcelona  

 

A Fundació Navegació Oceànica Barcelona (FNOB) initiative with the collaboration of the                               
New York City Sports Commission 

 
····  Two teams with three crew members on each boat will sail 3,750 nautical miles in less than twenty days 
····  The boats will break new ground in Spanish offshore sailing as the first teams to set a sailing record 

between the two Atlantic and Mediterranean cities 
····  Estrella Damm will be crewed by Alex Pella, Pepe Ribes and North American sailor Stan Schreyer and  

W Hotels by Pachi Rivero, Antonio Piris and Peter B. Becker 
····  An in-shore regatta in NYC will take place on April 3rd to mark the beginning of this exciting event 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

New York, NY - In early April, the IMOCA Open 60s Estrella Damm and W Hotels sailing vessels will break 

new ground in Spanish offshore sailing by facing the challenge of the NY-BCN Transoceanic Sailing Record, 

the first oceanic competition that will set a sailing record between an Atlantic and a Mediterranean city. Leaving 

from New York, it is expected that the two boats will take between 18 and 22 days to reach Barcelona after 

sailing 3,750 nautical miles (6,945 kilometres).  

 

Organized by the Fundació Navegació Oceànica Barcelona (FNOB) in collaboration with the New York City 

Sports Commission, the New York Yacht Club and the Real Club Náutico Barcelona, the competition will be 

certified by the World Sailing Speed Record Council (WSSRC), an ISAF organization that officially rules sailing 

speed records worldwide.  

 

The two Spanish teams, both part of the Fundació Navegació Oceànica Barcelona (FNOB) Sailing Team, 

will start between April 5th and 12th, depending on the meteorological conditions, leaving from Ambrose Light in 

New York, to cross the finish line at the W Hotel in the port of Barcelona between April 20th and 30th.   
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An in-shore regatta will take place around the Battery Park-Liberty Island Area in Manhattan on April 3rd to 

introduce the IMOCA Open 60s Estrella Damm and W Hotels and mark the beginning of the NY-BCN event. 

Estrella Damm and W Hotels are last generation sister vessels, both launched in 2007, making the record a true 

test between equals.  

 

Estrella Damm will be co-skippered by Spanish skippers Alex Pella and Pepe Ribes, who will be putting the 

finishing touches to perfect the former Paprec Virbac 2, the boat that Jean-Pierre Dick and Damian Foxall sailed 

to victory in the last edition of the Barcelona World Race. W Hotels will be co-skippered by Pachi Rivero and 

Antonio Piris, who will team up to confront the new NY-BCN record. Each monohull will also be sailed by a North 

American sailor: Stan Schreyer on board Estrella Damm and Peter B. Becker on board W Hotels, both from the 

New York Yacht Club. In addition, the same club has named Edward Cesare as the reserve skipper for both 

teams. The NY-BCN record event is one of the sailing events that make up the calendar of activities in the run-

up to the start of the second edition of the Barcelona World Race, planned for December 31st, 2010.  

 

Pachi Rivero explained, “This is a unique opportunity to set a record for other sailors to attempt in the 

future.” According to Antonio Piris “I think it will be a very interesting record for both teams and it is going to be 

very positive to tune-up the boats with a view towards the Barcelona World Race”. 

 

Alex Pella described the NY-BCN as an important part of their training program in the lead-up to the 

Barcelona World Race: “We will have a new mast to face conditions that we may well have to confront during 

the Barcelona World Race. It will be a chance to improve as a team and keep testing any new modifications”. 

Pepe Ribes emphasized the difficulty of setting records, “it is complicated to keep pushing the boat at full speed 

for so many days and without the pressure of other boats in a fleet”. 

 

The record promises real tactical excitement and the attempt can be followed on a daily basis online at 

www.ny-bcn.org. To strengthen links between New York and Barcelona and to complement the record attempt, 

an Educational Program has been organized to encourage a greater culture and understanding of the sea 

amongst the younger members of the public with first and second year students in both Barcelona and New 

York. Likewise, the South Street Seaport Museum in New York will be hosting a photographic exhibition of 

olympic photographer Avelino Pi called ‘Avelino Pi, fotógrafo olímpico’ (Avelino Pi, Olympic photographer), in 

which the general public can view thirty pieces by one of Spain’s pioneers in sporting photography. 
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About the NY-BCN Transoceanic Sailing Record                                                                                                                 
NY-BCN Transoceanic Sailing Record is a sailing competition between New York and Barcelona which will be held in April 
2010 with two identical IMOCA Open 60 yachts, the Estrella Damm and the W Hotels. The aim of the race is to set a sailing 
record between New York and Barcelona, as well as to strengthen bonds between both cities with socio-cultural, 
educational and sporting programs. It is an initiative of the Fundació Navegació Oceànica Barcelona (FNOB) with the 
support of the New York City Sports Commission, Real Club Náutico de Barcelona and the New York Yacht Club. The 
Fundació Navegació Oceànica Barcelona (FNOB) is the organizer of the Barcelona World Race and this new sailing event 
is part of the campaign that will culminate in the start of the second edition of the two-handed non-stop around the world 
race, on December 31st, 2010. 
 
About Estrella Damm 
Estrella Damm is a leading beer brand in Spain. It belongs to Grupo Damm, an organization born in 1876 in Barcelona, 
whose activity is based on manufacturing and distributing drinks. Damm strives for the impact of its work to reach beyond 
the purely economic realm and actively participates in different areas of society: sports, culture and the environment. 
Estrella Damm is a main sponsor of the Barcelona World Race and is also the sponsor of the boat that bears their name. 
 
About W Hotels Worldwide® 
W Hotels is an innovative contemporary lifestyle brand and the hotel category buster with 34 hotels and retreats in the most 
vibrant cities and exotic destinations around the world. Inspiring, iconic, innovative and influential, W Hotels provides the 
ultimate in insider access to a world of “Wow.” Each hotel offers a unique mix of innovative design and passions around 
fashion, music, entertainment, design, architecture, pop culture, and everything in between. W Hotels are unique and 
individual expressions of modern living, reflected in the brand’s sensibility to a holistic lifestyle experience with cutting-edge 
design, contemporary restaurant concepts, glamorous nightlife experiences, and signature spas.  With 10 years of proven 
success, W Hotels is on track to double its footprint by 2011. In North America and Latin America, W Hotels have been 
announced in Austin, Boston, Hollywood, Huntington Beach, and Downtown New York. In Europe, W Hotels have been 
announced in Athens, London, Manchester, Milan, Paris and St. Petersburg. In Asia, W has announced properties in 
Bangkok, Guangzhou, Macao-Studio City, Shanghai and Yokohama. In Africa and the Middle East, W has announced 
properties in Marrakech, Amman, and Dubai. W has plans to open W Retreats in Bali, Koh Samui, Vieques Island and 
Verbier, the latter of which will serve as W Hotels’ first ski retreat.  For more information, visit  www.whotels.com 
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